Whole pack starting task
Pencils for a display

Name Date

A display needs at least 9 pencils.

For this task, all items are identical. Choose one supplier and buy only whole packs from that supplier. Packs can
be bought repeatedly. There are no fees, discounts or refunds. Extra items are allowed. Find the least cash paid
now to get at least the stated number; do not mix suppliers.

Supplier Pencils in one pack Price for one pack
A 8 $16
B 5 $15

A fictional learner says, “A costs $2 per pencil, so it must be the cheaper purchase. | will pay 9 x $2 = $18.”

Find each supplier’s dollars per pencil. Decide whether the proposed $18 purchase is possible. Work out the least
total for each supplier, the number of pencils obtained and the extras. Choose the cheaper purchase for this need
and explain whether the learner’s reason is enough.

Show your purchases and explain your decision
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